1







Public Policy Meeting
Student’s Name
Institution
Course
Professor’s Name
Date






Public Policy Meeting
Purpose of the Meeting
The meeting's objective was to update the public on the government's progress in the fight against COVID-19. Mr. Zients started the meeting by informing Americans of the government's efforts to help states battling the spread of the delta variant, especially states hit by the hurricane, Ida. The president's counselor further reiterated the government's commitment to ship covid-19 related supplies ranging from vaccines and protective gears to all states in the U.S. territory. The meeting outlined the daily case averages and hospital admissions per day. In addition, the briefing aimed to explain the detailed CDC guidelines to protect children at school from coronavirus disease. 
Background information and Committee description
The Covid-19 response team is tasked with developing mechanisms to fight the coronavirus pandemic (Male, 2021). According to Male (2021), It was formed during President Biden’s presidency to respond to the pandemic in the United States (U.S.). Its exact date of formation was 20 January 2021. This team replaced the former white house coronavirus task force formed by former president Donald Trump. Recently, the committee has 15 members, including the U.S. president, vice president, Dr. Anthony Fauci, David A. Kessler, Vice Admiral Vivek Murthy, and Jeffrey Zients. The center for disease prevention and control (CDC) and the food and drug association (FDA) should work closely with this committee to further its responsibility. The committee’s primary goal is to lay out a plan based on clinical judgment to help the country stay ahead of the disease. The committee also ensures that the final resolution gets backed up by the independent assessment of the CDC and FDA. The plans developed by the team help to protect the wellness and health of the public. Lastly, the committee seeks to reach unvaccinated Americans to ensure they realize the importance of getting the vaccine.
Specific Topic Discussed and Committee Process
The covid-19 vaccination for pregnant women was a specific topic discussed in the meeting. Dr. Fauci argued about the severe outcomes for mothers and infants during the pandemic (Male, 2021). She mentioned some effects, such as the risk of intensive care admission, death, invasive ventilation, and others. According to Dr. Fauci, from a pool of 110, 000 covid cases for pregnant women, 19 000 got admitted to the hospital, and 135 died. In addition, Fauci mentioned several risk factors that increased the chances of severe illness. These factors include people older than 25 years, pre-pregnancy overweight, acute infections such as lung disease& hypertension. Next, Fauci addressed the safety of the vaccine in pregnant mothers. Here, she said that their study indicated no safety signals among pregnant women who received the mRNA coronavirus vaccine. About the immunogenicity in lactating and expectant mothers, she explained the development of antibodies and T cell responses against several variants. These antibodies would improve the protection of children against acquiring severe disease conditions. Fauci added that vaccinated mother's breast milk passes, by passive immunization, specific antibodies that enhance the child's immunity. 
Key Stakeholder Positions
Dr. Fauci took several positions towards the vaccination for pregnant women. First, she used the evidence collected by the center for disease control and prevention. It collected data of around 400,00 women to establish the risk rate in a pregnant mother. From the numbers they got, CDC outlined the danger that covid-19 exposed to such mothers and babies. Dr. Fauci’s position on the elevated risks in pregnant women was backed by research data making it feasible. Again, she used the CDC's findings to insist on the importance of women's vaccination rather than fictitious data. In my view, these positions may prove crucial in the country in helping to fight the disease for various reasons. First, the urge for all people with pregnancies to get vaccinated is bound to boost the community’s well-being by enhancing women and infants’ safety. Secondly, vaccinating pregnant women is likely to reduce hospital admissions and intensive care requirements. This reduction will help healthcare workers to manage the pandemic more effectively.
Key Interactions at the Meeting
Various crucial interactions took place during the meeting. For example, Yasmine Alcindor asked for the committee’s opinion on the risk of opening schools during the pandemic. Yasmine also inquired about the government's input on the shortage issue for ICU beds in several states. In his response, Dr. Walensky reiterated establishing stringent guidelines to ensure children's safety at school. He argued that these measures included vaccination of all eligible children, school workers, and mask-wearing at school. Walensky showed concern due to some schools failing to ensure that children and workers follow the set guidelines. Here, he advised schools to develop methods to implement all preventive measures and follow the committee's assistance in managing possible outbreaks. Regarding pediatric hospitalizations, Walensky acknowledged an increase in children's admission due to the nature of the delta variant, which is highly transmissible. In addition, he noted that the RSV outbreak was causing more children to fall sick and get admitted to the hospital.
Mr. Zients responded that the government was in continuous communication with state governors to provide support if and when needed and to the best ability. In addition, he argued that 700federal personnel was deployed to the states to help them manage the covid-19 case surge. The personnel included nurses, doctors, and others. Mr. Zients further replied, stating that the federal government was ready to offer more technical support to states.
Outcomes of the Meeting
The meeting outlined several crucial activities that the federal government is doing to manage the increasing infection cases in the country. The government showed its commitment to help states likely to be overwhelmed by the delta variant through the briefing. From the meeting, school reopening will probably increase hospital admission and the need for intensive care. Again, the meeting explained the importance of ensuring that all pregnant mothers get the vaccine. Dr. Fauci insisted on the need to vaccinate people planning to get pregnant. She asserted that doing so would improve the protection for babies against inheriting severe disease conditions. Lastly, the meeting informed Americans on the increasing production and administration of covid-19 vaccines to help curb the spread of the delta variant. The committee urged all citizens to take responsibility for their health by ensuring social distancing, wearing masks, and getting vaccinated.
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